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SPACE CHARGE

As I ar*Z 15t 1ssug; this ls an 1ssue of a sometimes OMPAzine
whieh ~=z:s oy the improbable name of Space Charge. Only, of course,
sou've just secs that lssue, so there’s hardly anything new to be
88id. This is still the firet contact most of you have had with
me~-ans o8 grateful for small favors.

setually, the reason you didn't see #1 in the HMarch maile
1.5 wes because I'm lazy., I finished 1t up, but I never got around
10 correcting the mony typos., (In faect, they're still uncorrect-
ed--I'11 work on them when I go over this issue.) Filnally, after
tue veclks of sltting around, I deduced there wruldn't beenough
ti1e for me to corract them, and send them to £vans, and have him
run thea off in time for malling 27. ©So you can imagine whet
hapened, -

The reison 1'm doing this now la Howard DeVore'’s .written
me ai gays he is rumning off anoth:r one of those litile "nember~
shin sa.aps" wocooked up. (Remember QMPAl10z? I hope you don'+t.
I figure ecs a'rocity is enough--I'd betier do something and do it
fas. before th:ve's & lorge demand for a "negative vote" category
on the peseud: czoboo poil Lichtman and Donaho have cooked up.

Ancthar factor which got me golng was Ethel Lindsay'a
Jerenizd in the last mailling. I felt particularly bad avout this,
becauss I enjoy Scattishe vory nuch, and 1n the unfinished I 1
all I Lad done wg "apologize" %o Eihel because I hodn't even had
a chtnee, 4o mentim 4t. Also, I hare had a eimilar experience in
apalife, so.her pira "touchad me tc the quick". £Sc¢ I Tigure I
ought to :try to rec-ify scm: of her complaints--I'd be extremely
disappolnted 1f Ethe! decid:d %o drep Scuttlshe, or worse yot,
drop ONPA.

And lastly, l:tely I'v2 been becoming mcre active. This
occurs In cycles--this last (ycle was sparked by my entry into
FAPA. Also, I have “he time, the energy, and finally a good typer
to do thils work on. (No~-it .sn't my typer; it's a borrowed Smith
Corona, and 1 finagl:d almost unlimited use) So I figure I ought
%o do something constyuectlve vhile I heve the chancs. Besides,
I've enjoyed OMPA g0 :ar and . feel as if I ought to reciprocate
by some @ means., Therafore, tae firat and seccond issues of this
OMPAzine will be relevsed. Ard I hope they're enjoyed.

You're getting smearv purpic letters on your eyeoalis, brought
to you by Al Lewls, SA., 338-87 3 BT B-10; USCG Trasie; Groton,
Conn. This is Sgace Charge I 2, June 1961, Tor OHPA 28, and 1s
being distributed with the first lgsue, hitherto unreleased.
Printing dcae by Bill Zvauns' ‘eltachmerz Press, and dcesa't that

sound o 1ittle cheacne?
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At first, I thought I probably would have toc rewriite much
of the list lasue, because I flgured my proposael would be coming
up for 8 vote in the 27Vth mailine;° I had intended it that way,
but Daphme anparently didn't take 1% that way, and 1t's zucky she
didn't, becouse sha misinierpreted the sense of the amendmsnd.

1 wont to clange the second puragraph of Sectlion £, which
reads “j. momber who is dropped because of lack of dues and/or
failing tn cover acllivity requiremenis shall be barred Trom renewal
of membership for ons year unless special circumstances a2pply
and are igreed to by the officers."

48 1 stated tafore, I want to drop "lack of dues and/or"
becaucsd I feel such 2 neglect may come about because of sheer
neglest, while faliling to contrlbute for four mailings is surely
a erume against UMdMIES OMPA. The way things stand now, I suapect
a prirson failing in either one won't even be allowed %0 apply for
me..bershlp for one year, and I feel ithis 1s {00 harsh a punishment
£ur neglecting dues.

{ Daphne statovs though that if we remove the five wvords in
question, a person may tctay on for year after year without payment
of dues, If it will mals Daphne fesl any bebter, she may intro-
duce a propocegal to putf something to that effeect in Seetion 4. I
myeelfl, though, am conteat with Section 5, which says in part,
..o menbership fee...ls required, pald at the time of admission
or on renewal of memberstip."

The sense of this 13 clear snough~-if there is any guibb-
11n~ done, I can't see hoi 1t could nossibly be effective. So
It 11 let my amendment staind--it won't be voted on until Dacenber
(or sooner, I suppose, if someone else comes up with sormething he
wants pushed over Right iAway) so there's still plenty of time for
us to ¥@Em get the bugs lroned oui., And when it does cone up,

I B urge you to vote for it. While I don't thlnk 1t'as important
enough to demand a vote light Now, I do think it's aometning which
should be cleared ur.

But enough of thie.,....I'l1l cover almost everything elase
in the nex% section, So lat's proceed, vefore Ethe). and her kindred
become too overwrcught. £fter all, it‘s not everyday I can ioss
out coronets for the 27th OMPA malling.

*

CFF TRAILS I grundle with digpleasure at Llchtman‘s platform.
Buckmaster I 1lke the amall bund1es~wl don't considsr them
"small and seruffy”--and I thlnk OMPA ls a top~
flight apa, Vhile I have no hone to pick with trying to et
pecple to toss in good material, and get inactlve members zctive,
I think the prcsent "plignt" is beling oversmphesized. And I'11
dreag ny feot all the way Zor I dislike "change for the reason of
change”. Ge' more zlnes like Magary in, eand I'1ll be with you all
the way, Bob. But I fear you'rs oif on the tack of Let's Have
Blgger Bundles Filled Witz All Sorts Of Nauseag Maillng Gomments
Ete. uhlch iz a tack I feur will puin OMPA, rather then improve it.
#%# I'm also sort of unhappy that the membership numbers were dis--
continued., They gave OMPA an interesting espect-=1it was interesti-
ing to sea how they ranged. But I guess it grotched Daphne to have
to type non-essentials on %op of all tho rest of the work that
wvent into Off-Trails. Sigh. ##% T wish someone would cxplaln to
me the usefullness of Bye-law 12 wihich demands the member ssnd a
postmailing to the OE for a check on legallity. It seems superfluous
since the only one who could possibly get in trouble would be the
editor=~and he might be apprehcnded for sending the OE a copy.
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TFllington again!), JD-Argsssy, TAFF, Coat Your vote For A GCoifee

After missing all those, you can imagine why 1'm pertur about
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In fact, I wish someone would run theough the eontlire Constitutlon
and Bye-Laws and try to straighten them out. I can't help feel~
ing thet many of the Bye~Lows should ke in the Conetitution, and
vice~versa. Thls dichctomy into rules for efficlent operation,

as oppossd to general guiding conceots baffles the dickens out of
ne, oad it threatens to get worse. I can't help but suspect in

five years there'll be such a confused mish-mosh no-one will

ever know which way is up, #%¢ I wlsh someone would tell me what
good the surplus stock is doing. Several times I've enqulred about
the purchase of back mailings, but I°'ve never gotten any answer.,
Thepre also have been postmailings I never recsived, and I've
requested a copy from surplus 3tock, but I never rsceived any
ansver to thet, either. Will someone tell me who's got his finger
gstuck up his ?rse7 { And Juﬁt m casekI can get ?he zineg I'm
missing--here's the list: #22 Waldo (Bentclliffe), ﬂai%igg Comments
A4 (Ei%:mgt.on); #24 TAFF (mld with Ice Age), Malliing ,ommemEE-EEE_",

Drinker {2ll Hickman); #25 Bungry (RiSpin); #20 Savoyard (Peiz).)

not belng able to obteln replacements| from surplus stock--I figured
that was vhat it was for. And yeah--I°'m interested in mailings
prior to mig. 22. Anyone got some they're willing %to part with?
1711 need them for the continuation of Pavlat's Fanzine Index I
volunteered (incredibly!) %o do., ### About all~~your sgulshed-in
chattering was nice, Daphns.

DEFILADE It shocked me “o gee that T aimost slipped up by voling
Donehno on the Egoboo poll auendment. It never occured to me
I could/would have had more effect by not voting, than

votirg "nay". Luckily enough others thought of thls to keep it
legally out of OMPA. 1I'11 keep this lesson in mind, next %ime,
#*##  Ag for my ® actual objectlion to the poll--take a lock at
SC#1. Though maybe I lald it on a blt toe thick, it sumna up uy
viewpoint, #i% No~-I Ad1dn't vote in' this poll. IHaving been
against it, 1t would have sumacked too much of fence-sitting.
#4955 members--comeon nov, Bill., This is some more of the at-
tituée I deplore {"change for the sake of change®). Wi1ll it make
OlfPA & more stable group? I doubt 1t--for a whllc back there,
there was gquite an influx ¢f rew members, tut thelr eatiusiasm
didn't catch on and te OMPA ot all. As for your “let's tpry"
attitude~~what are you going to de 1f 1t docesn't work--add another
10 members? Don't tell me you'll drop bhack if 1t dossn't work.
#4%  As a matter of fact, I'm not going to take the time to go over
cach of your amendments in deteil, A lot seem good, but others
seem pointless. Parvlcularly those which seem bent on making OUPA
a carbon copy of FAPA, rathe>» than & small, but fascinating apa

in its own right. But at least you're taking a step in ths right
direction about which I grotched above--clearlng up ths dichoiomy.
B L RS ENE SR X HE IR X ME O WS ot naa e e st
AR AR S XSy T R M O I A X B R R R T XSO Y X

#e#  Ag for your last question aboui the slump~-well, I llke small
mailings, B1ll. I like pailings not filled with thousands of wordas
of senseless malling comments. I 1ike Mercer’s and Locke's end
others® book reviews. I JLike smail, delightful zines such as
Scottishe. I like occasiomal fabulous zines such as Vagary. So
Teeling this way, why should I moke suggostions to gﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁia?
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SQOTTISHE To me 1t seems strange that the newspapers in Britisn should
Lindsay get a fairly good nation-wide coverage, sndé I have to keep
reninding myself of thls as I read. Over here I suspect
the only ones with such a coverage are The New York Times, Chrﬂstian
Science Monltor, Wall Street Journal, and maybe one or twe obther v
Now for youl: - thoughts about OMPA., In the first piace, I am beginw
ning to suspect the rapld turnover days are over. That it was qulte
disconcerting, I grant you...but I thinlk ONPA has started %o recover,
As for your comnlaints on malling commente-~-you‘re quite right, As
I said above, I've enjoyed Scottlshe very much. I'm in 3 apas at this
time, and pget to glance through the zines of =a fourth, and though it
probably sounds a olt trite, Scottishe is better than & gre.t many of
those produced., The trouble is, altrough it's filled with fascinz ting
material, %8s lmmaculately reproduced, and 1s superb in genersl, 1t's
very hard to comment on 1t hecause there isn't that much that invites
comment! That's what this advuntage of mailing comments is-=-they are
sometiilng which can be replied to easily. It's just too bad, I guess,
that the ones 1 enjoy more, such as Scottlshe, are harder to comment
upon.

And perhaps some of the feult lies within me. Perhaps 1t is
more that I am too lazy myself to do scne original thinking for repliez,
than that the zines themselves don't provoke any.

But. as 1 tried to make clear in the preceeding three pages,
I nuch prefer a small apa such as OMPA with such fascinating zlinee to
a monstrosity such as SAPS which runs over with deadly-dull (and end-
less) mailing comments, and never produces a mailing with such genuvine
guality as OMFA does. L

I tried to_jump into his pants last nipht, 8¢ now he thinks 1 m gueer
T to get back to the rancine at hand, I en oy cott$eha
very much--and I can't think of anything else to say: But the ramblings
were interesting, and I hope there'll be many more of then.

VIPER Well, I've goofed off agaln, and this i1s being taken up agalin

Donaho several weeks after the sbove vwas written. On re-reading

thls mess, the foregoing all seems pretty bad, znd the lino

above seems incredlibly cruds. Perhaps I ought to explain iis origing

it takss very llttle to amuse me, and the day I was writing that, I
hlt on another diversion, Leap off a chalir with a pelir of trovssers
clutched 1n my hends, and get them on before I bounced upon the floor,

I never succeeded, but the thought gave rise to the 1lino above. All
of which h&és nothing whatsocever to do with VIPER. ##% | note you
mentioned Terry Carr had escaped from the Army through Miriam's
Dregnuhcy. It's Just been made officlal that Miriam had a mlscarrage
{that ls, AJAC Just announced it) which is regretable any way you
look au 1%, but does snyone know what will happen to Terry now? Or
doesn’t the draft board know about 117 ##% I'm very g]ad you'’ve made
VIPER into the type of fanzlme 4t 1s rapidly becoming. I'm especially
fascinated by the series on Astounﬁin§ by Alva Rogers, and I'm anxlously
awaiting the next installment. All oi this ic stuff I've read many
times before in old fanzines, but this way I'll have a ready refersnce
to which I can easily turno Unfortunately the seot of ASF I had d4id not
bvegin until 41, 2nd sc I'm on pins and nsedles %o see how Alva is
golng to treat the storlies I enjoyed so much, rather than taking a
vicarious plsasure in seelng the reviews of stories I have nont yet
read. When ne hits the Foundatlon Serles, Dreadful Sanctuary, By
His Bootstraps, 0ld Man Mulllgen, The Twonky, Venus Equilateral seriles,
With Folded Hands..., -..And Searching Mind, 0ld Doc Methusle serles,
Probablllity Zero department, and all the others I se¢ fondly and preciously
renenber, I’11l probably hit the helghts of Joy. Please run more material
like this, Billle-my appreclation will know no bounde if you do., Thisg
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The
is the type of material I love %o read, and keep. X higheat compliment
I can glve you that I can Think of, 1s that if by some chance I’11l have
to part with all except a few feet of my fanzine collection, the ilasues
of VIPER whlch run this series wlll surely bs included., #%% It might
seem to you that I'm slighting the rest of the material by being so
enthusiusstic over Alva’s series—-I'm not trying to; it's just that they
are overshadowed. The entire issue was enjoyed. ®## ['m reminded by
one of your comments of some scuttlebut I heard recently. It seems,
80 the story goes, the Coast Guard has hit on a method of getting good
equipment such as syncros. They wolt untll the Army surveys their
eauipment (which is still perfectly good) and then the Guard goes to an
Army-~-Navy surplus store and buys them back up, at much less than they
would ordinerily pay. The advantage? It saves the money the CG is
alloted for eguipment each year., (And 1t isn’t quite as improbable as
it seems, either)##"Malling comments can be as creative and interesting
as any other form of writing.” You're going a bit overboard there,
aren't you BAl1? I persist in thinking malling comments are very
seldom creative, or 1’good" and are the lazy man's way of saying something.
And I'm ashamed of these monstrositles Im perpetrating upon OMPA, too,
##  Thankyou for the listing of works by John Myers Myers, There's
been such a blg "deal" made about his books lately, I'm tempted to go
out hunting for one of them as a sample. ### Lichtman's words were
interesting--~this preoccupation about the "cu.rent crisis"” bothers me,
though. I like the small informal apa which is OMPA~-and the bundles
bring me more pleasure than, say, a SAPS malling two or three tlmes
the silze, Must we be so verbose? Actually, I'd like to see more
material 11ke-ﬂ§§§i&. Roger's serics on aSF, George Spencer’s material,
ané even materiadl “1ike the fan flctlion story I ran in OMPAlog called
The Right Thing by deal Wilgus. This constant pressure to “hurry up
and produce MCs and 2ll that" is most disconcerting. Sure--gsome MCs
are desireable; the people who nut out this "good” muterial 1 enjoy so
much neturally want to be assured they aren't just speaking into a void,
but an execess of 1Cs 1s highly undesireable--pa :ticularly when they
don't dwell, or cven mentlon this "general® type of materlal ond are
Just Comuments~on-comaente-~on~-commnents,..

+*

Before continuing with the next fanzine, I°d like to comw~
zent on a poctsared Lichtman (our noble president.) Just sent me., I
had mailed him a FAPAzine I'd jJust put cut, 1 had broken down---and 1t
was filled :ith 18 pages of nutrid mziling comments! It, far and away,
was the vorst fanzine I've ever produced. But Bob not only said "I
1iked it" but went so far as to say "If you think, by the way, that you
will get away with another cruddy QMPilog thls year to keep your OMPA
membership up, you had better look agaln. As president, I will not allow
such things, unless you really have worthwhlle material; so I'd suggest
you do something like this FAPAzine for UMPA."

Now I'1} admit that OMPAlog was cruddy--but I feel SC is
worse if it follows that FAPAzine I putl out. (In fact, thls issue of SC
approaches the dehseness of that zine.) But 1t 1irks me to have Bob
proclaim "I will not allow such things." The last time I looked at my
constitution, it s2id I had only to be the publisher~--and in the comion-
ly accepted sense of the word I wasg. If Lichtman wants to be a good
gresident, why let him! But let ‘s not have senseless threats about

I wvon't allow such things."

Now go ahead and change the constitution if you want to,
Bob., I won't object to this, ecither, At the Disclave g4y 1 spoke to
Bob lladle and George Spencer. 1 asked them both to cofitribute to my
OMPAzine (so I'd uave something there to be proud of npubllishing rather
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than this tripe). But they both were forced tc¢ refuss, becousgs OMFPA
allows credit only to the publisher, and we covidn’t think of any way
to get around this requirenment.

So make up your mind which way you want tc go, Lichtmai.
Either changz the word "publisher" to "writer und/or editor" or something
to that effect in the Constitution, or cease these s1llly lithle ganmes
you're rlaying. But I tell you, I'd rather put out a cruddy fanzine
like QilPAlog, than & worse fanzine such as an all-HC zpazine, I Just
hope The sin for this cne 1s absolvad by such 1ltems as the Blogch
essay in the first l1lasue.

And don't ask we why I do this if I think so poorly of MCa,
It's pitifully obvious~-~I'm just too lazy to de anything elsol

4

3URE: I've mentloned in other fanzines that h this ares of ithe
Bennett country has more than 1is share of the Polarus Acztion
pzople, This makes sense bscause the Electrle Boat Sompany
1s located im Groton, and they menufactuvre either all, or aliaost gLl of
this country’s submarines, "The submarine capitol of the world™ is
the nane colned for Groton.

It has become ny fortune to mest agnd talk with ceveral of
these people, t00. From this discussion, and from eonversiis wlth
others (such as a gent who works as a reporter for the lccal paper!
I’ve been abie to muke out gge tbing: they aren't plcking on Polarus
bocause the subnsrines ond HxREREE are particuvlarly more demlly., They
aren't singling out thie particular form of death because 1t's more
devastating. It isn't because it's more Tlendlsh and diaboliecal., 1Itfs
because 1t's mors open tﬁiﬁ§$¥§30ther n28s wWeLpon we havs,

With otherxr such as Atlas, Mindteman and otaers,
they can't g2t cilcser than a mile ox so. But this way they're avle to
get right up to the weapon. They’re cble to get rublicity agalnst ail
weapons~-not just this one, vhich is what they're aiming at. It's for
the sake of nubliieclty thot they're apparently dsing this, Over heve
if we have mass mesetings, they aren't well publicized. The neace
narch that Dave Rike recently particlipated in was known to me only be-
cause he had mentioned 1t himself,

Thet's one thing that irks the PA bhoys around here. They
are currently grotched at the loecal nswspaper because they aren’t pub-
licized more, but are tre: ted as straight news. 8¢ they gzo out in their
leaky rowboats in order to make news and gel publielty. '

Of course, thls is all golng to backfire someday., When they
climb up and start harassing the workmen who are bullding the submarines,
they are going a bit too far, Some day--and maybe not too far off--one
of their will have hig hesad bashsd in with o hammer cor scmeithing hecause
of this, bBut he won't mind--he will have :otten wmore publicityl
##% A pleasant issuve of Buprpl, Ron. I wieh you would contribute more
to both OMPA and FAFA, though. I enjoy your writdngs. And yes«-Pioy
has been missed. ### Are you stijl interested in my flle of Le Zompig?

ny £mz are now in the newly formed Fanzine ¥Youndatlon, of which
Howard DeVere is curator-~I1'm sure he could probebly dig then out if
you're still interested,

ERG Very enjoyeble, Terry. Your little essayec arz nice readling, and
Jesves very Ainteresiing. See my comment abowve on pubiiclilty re Peace
ilarcshers, DBan the Bomb folks, etec. Actuelly, I'm much more
aware of Polarus fLction than I am of Ban the Bomb types, I den’t know
if 1t comes frow lilvling in this particulor area or--as I an Iinclined tc
guspect==Polarus Action gets more publlelty with thelr antles withk the
submarines. I imagine both organizatlicons are pretty well intuined,
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while I can‘t vouch for it, I°ve heard that one of the locel PA bhcys
was nparching in the coast~to-~cowt Peacs Harch Rike particlpated 1ln.

AVBLE Thankyou for not being unkind about QHPAlog, Archie<-=I would
Ylercer have deserved it. VWhy did I do it? 1 wanted to save my

membership which, by all rights, I suppess I should have

lost., But I am sorry you were uninterested 1ln the serious story--I
did like that one. And I thought most of the artbgyrk (interiors)
were good, too--which shows what I've always suspected; I can't tell
good artwork from bad. Oh well--thanks for your falith In thinking I gan
do better. ##® Your article on cardipzl and ordinal numbers reminds nme
of the struggles 1've had with them, too. Yeur numbering was one, of
course, Another was determining the relatlonship between "Ceaturies®
and the year they represent, G5till another came up when we were fool-
ing with timers for Rudio Beacons. The hour 1s murked off into dlilvisions
wlth mlnutes crouped into sectlons of ithree, etc. Now for homework
we were told at what minute the traonsmliter would key. 2mizm Then we
were told to work back and figure out how soon bufore would certain
gear be energlized, etc., It sounds simple until you rezlize the first
minute (such as 12:01) envelopes the time of the second minute after

e hour. Quite a mess,..some of us never did get qulte gtraightened
out, ®¥#* T gasp with amazement that you enjoyed nothing but The Circus
of Dr. Lag out of that anthology. I have it home; and I enjoyed most
of the Bhorts. I must admit, though, calling the story "extraordinary"
was quite apt--I can't think of % better words with which to describs
1t, [The Circus was 2 beautiful fantepy. 1 only wlsh I could write
fantasy ae well. ##% Amble was anpreciated, as mm usual. And the book
cataloguhs particularly interesting. Though I etill wonder about a fevw
of your 'cholces--llike one of my favorites in From Uaknown Worlds was
Gold ‘s “The Trouble With wWater. But then~--I liked almost every one in
that anthology. But I enjoy seeing someone's comments on books wvhich
I've had a chance to read end enjoy mysself,

PARAFAIIALIA A most interesting issue, Bruce--and I hope you won't take
Burn it as a slight if I say I enjoyed this lssue more than

the vrevious ones I've seen. The travel account wag pare
ticulerly fescinating, Before this, fcr example, I had always thocught
Singapore wes a seaport on the China coast. ©Shows you how little I
actuelly know about the world....but ¥ what I want to say 1s I enjoyed
this issue very much, and I sincerely hope you'll continue with "The
Yandering Ghu. ###% You might ansver one questlion though--precisely
what 1s a dodgem? Apparently it 1s some slung vord for an object--my
dictionary doesn‘t list the word,

RANDOM One thing you said hit me nretty hard. "In OMPA, I can
Buckmaater just ramble on putting down anything that occurs to me.,
cooolf 1t weren't for OMPA I would have no place to urite
down the odds and ends that pop into my mind from time to time."
Taat's precisely my feeling-~and that's the reason I enjoy OMFA so
much {and the other zpas to a lesser extent) Because there are these
odds and ends (such as Jeeve's, Mercer's, and yours) that are complete
in themselves, and are not broken-up, senseless, and often futile "MCs".
##% T enjoyed your essay on women very much., It seems to sum up a
lot that haa been sald. Personally I say to myself I wont a girl with
intelligence, and who is willing tc use it, but I have gnawing doubts
though whethor thls 1s really what I want. I suspect I hunger for
adoring egoboo as much, if not more, than others. ##% I don't know
how I would churacterize British fandom. Many of the fanzines do seem
neater. But besides this, many of them Seem more sensible~-almost
scholarly in their approach. lHowever, I »2 am unable to tell if this
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.is actually true, or if it is aureiy & deluslon., Sort of a "gress is
greencr on the other side" nisinterpretation. Bubt if 1t is true, it
could probably be traced logically. Britvlanfen seem 4o mentlon witi
regularity the prlce vs. wage difference betwean the USA and Britadn.
It might be that this very thing = is the yeason 3rltlishfen are
reluctant to waste their time and particularly thelr money on the sort
of bad writing Americanfen publish without hesitation.

L3

Yhile I'm in betwsen issues agaln, I would 1ike %o meniicn
gome corregpondence I reeently received from Daphne., For some time I
have been trying to got, from surplus stcck, the fanzines missing from
ry mailings. Tn;s is what VYaphne repli

“Here are the only two sp;res that I've got out of your

l1ist of those mlissing fron your malililngs. Thare are none left Ifrom
Maillng 22 and as for "Mailing Comments #5" [24th mlg) I didn’t even
get a copy myself let alone any sparesi®

What disturbed me the mort was the fact that Dapline had
never even received Ellington’s zine. This 1s definltlely against the
constitutior, but yet it wae listed a3 an OMPAzine, and Rilingion
received credit., I can't heln but suspect porvhana some of the others
have also cheated in this meanner...and befause of this rabvlild complet-
lonista such as myself are umable to complete the maillngs. ;

Memo, BL: Before we start messliag wiith the present con-
stitution aside from elarifying some portions, why don’t we start =
enforcing the regulations we do have? .

~

F3 ' +

BACK YOUR FANCY BSinee I sit on the other sida ¢f the fence [RCN ELLIX
ilercer FOR TAFF!) I won't glve you anything more tlmu a broux
cheer for this airocity. It bnlnbs tc mind one clever
bit of polities tney Jjust pulled off. After all thess years of hooting
at, sneering at, and Jjust maklng plazia nasty cracks sbout the NFFfw-e=
Eney Just went and rejolned so Ellik uovlan % havae whatever "NFFF vete®
Lhere is. A chapplon bl% of fence 2itting, and which helpa ny eonbentioo
of "never trust Eney behind your back". He carpies knives, FOU XNOWe o

RON ELLIK FOR TAFFoccocone o BLECTRON. o000 . SEND BRITRIN & SQUIRREL~-QNE

BJOTTINGS You mentloned that this was going to he poestmailed Lo FAPLA
Trimble but 1t never appearsde-~did you declde against 1t? Y also
nas most sururisad 12 4id wppear in O¥P4a after you goated
several times "OMPA must go." I'm glad you've degided io sgvay ina
#a% A most interesting issue of your letlter subatitute. @njOJed
I was particularly interested in the way in which you looked at ycur
hobbles»-l m sure it musi have cost you some mental agony to cut down.
Lately I've czperienced having to choose beltween fandom and things which
I hope will benefit me in the future-~I always dislike t0o face the cholcs
because fandom always comes off second bhest. Just like two days ago 1
had to choose elther going to the Seacon or taking snother eighi weeks
of school onee I'm out of ths basic 30 wesk school.

VERT Yes, Ivor, I do know a bit of the non-~fan apas. Eave writiten

Mayne an article upor them which appecred in a SAPSzine {never
Aistributed) and I'll te glad to send a copy %0 anyona who

requests one They turned out Lo be vastly disappointlng Lhougi very

mall bundles, and very littie in them wes of interest. Thelir Diithere
ings are even worse than oura are, There can be several reasons for
the stute of their apas. Thsy have an unlimited membership, and no



activity requirements. lost of thelr members ars inactive, and Just
git back. Those members who do desire to be active disllike sending
their material out into a vold., So nothing gets done.

They also have high dues, too-~~most of which goes for
yearly conventions, The mundane apas never organiged the way fandom
is, s0 each apa has a seperate convention.

There are other disadvantuges too--many reasons vhy it's
a waste of time to join, But if you're really intercsted you can Join
the American APA by sending $3 to Joe Curran, 24371 Alberton Rd.,
Buelid 23, Ohio. I no longer know anything about the other mundane
apas, but from my examination of them several years ago, AAPA seemed
to be the cne that was the most active, and thrived more than the
others.

#&% You alsc asked about SF and fandom btehind the Iron Curtaln,
I know a little bit of this, too, slnce several years ago a member of
the NFFF was trying to put acrcss & proposal to have corrasnondence,
SF, book, etc., exchanges with ciubs behind the Iron Curtain. It was
stated by some, however, that mainly the clubs are science clubs,
rather than SF clubs, and that SF exists only to stimulate youpgiolk
to become sclentilsts, or to get somc propaganda point uacross. Jim
locLean, Box 401, Anacortes,vWashington fExZRExkxilztxiImxiimxaddens
LtRBXIT was trying to put this across, and 1f you wish you can check
with Jim for more information.
#H® Yes, I would be interested in secing more of your dilscusslions on
your latest reading. It's most interesting. In fact, the entire
isgue was most fasclinating.

ROMP I°ve always had a horror of mathamatics, too, only it seemed
Gerter to stem from reasons far different from yours. In my case,
I was lazy in School, and I found (to my regret) I had to

do a certain amount of work to gnt through the school, Since I r"rely
did it, I didn‘t make out too well, It's showing now, though, so I've
become determined to learn the math I should have gotten before, by the
time I'm out of the service. Only I have such a terrifled weaction to
math, I suspect I won't get too far, W### Unfortunately you can't
print material for Spencer and have him take the credlt-~-he has to be
the publisher in a more real sense, apparently. ##%* I°v: never heard
of people gliving up halfway through and picking answers at random in
those Iowa Tests for EZducatlional Develorvment., I took them twice when
I lived in NY¥YState, and as I recall, both times I got all the way
through the things. I never did break over the top of the chart they
supnllied; though I know of at least one peysor who did. I was near
the top, though, which satisificd me., But I don't think there was
necessarily a correlation betwsen school marke and where you vplaced
on that test. As I say, 1 was almost at the top of the class in
ta':ing the tests, but in grades I was mcore than halfway down. (This
isn't boasting, you rezlize--I'm just trying tc make the point these
teats indicate ability rather than achlevement.) ##% The poetry of
Stephen Crane I find interesting, though I muet admit I'm unable to
read more than one or two at any one time and stiil be able to both
comprehend, and appreclate the poetry.

Others here: I have Eilington's Malling Comments and Metcalf's UL,
as well as Topee or not Topee, and Tge all. Tne first two 1nspire
no comments, tihe third seems lncoherent, and I'm avidly following
the fourth which I enjoyed.

To sum everything up--1 enjoyed this malling. Roger 8,
Jeeve's ramblin§ Willis and the other pleces in Scottishe, Burn's
travels, Daphne 8 =2s8says=-thls 1s vhat makes OMPA so enjoyable for
med And that's why I cheated on requirements to stay in~-vhich I %192-
sincerely hope will never happen againo Alan T |2




A8 somae Of jou may Rnow by this time, acweithliug called
a "Fanzine Foundation" has recently been established. Perhaps the
best way to explain 1t would be Lo quote FANAC 74 where thic new
srganization was announced,

BIG HEARTED HOJARD 18 curator of the newly
begun Fanzine " ound:ilon. Its big projecte--
we hape they afe not of the Daugherty
variety~~include updating the Swishar-
Pavlat indax, and amassing~-~by purchase
yet--ag nearly complete as possible & set
of fanzines, old and new., Odject:

amoung other things, a permanently sc-
cessible fmz rerlereuce llibrary, availanle
to fans, soclologlists, and any other
indlviduals naving rcasen to consult then.
Donations of fmz gratefully recelved; bhut
believe it or notl, they are umcre interasted

in purchesing bulk lots {colleections,
acecumulot.ons, etc.) Thie is not in

rivalry with Forry /Ackerran's Fantasy
Foundatlon (which 1e largely proz anyway)
but in co--opergtion 1f anything, Filpancial
details are peling handled by Alan J, Lewls;
Blg lieartod Howard leVorsz, Lewis, and Jon
Allen (c/ov lloward DeVore, #4705 Yeddel St.,
Dearborn, Hichigan) together comprise the
Foundatlon. Any fans who are gaflating or
selling off ewaterlial are urged tc contact
Levis.

As you'll notice, this i3 meant to be primarily a rofer-
ence library of fanzines. ¥We want, and need fanzines, but we are not
foolish enough to belleve fans are going to "up and glve" Just for the
joy of lt=-almost all fans love to collect Just for the Joy of col.
lectinz., But we do offcr reasconaoble prices for wnaltl we need, and since
wa are Just getting started, there is 1little we have, If you can help
and are 80 inclined to part wilth your fanzines, we entrect you to offer
thex to the Fanzine foundatlon,

As for the projects we mentioned above---first is the
continuation of the JSwlshepr-Paviet fanzline Index., VYe alsc deslre to
havre the litrary as & refersnee liorary-~toward this end, those
people having reason 0 consult theam ¢an eithsr do it in pesrson, orx
can order {(at costs) microfilms of the specifle fanzines, or m Lti-
lithed repreductlons. Thees last two features uyre not available yeti,
of coursse, buv we expect to be fully organized withia several years,
and they definitely will be uavalluble then.

What do we need? We partlcularly need iEritiesn {anzines,
and those c¢f countries outside the econtlaant of Nortnh Anerica. We also
need ana meilings (almost all apus--for examviz, ONIPA mipgs. before
#22) and pertleuvlarly fanziaes after '46. Before then (1946) we have
a pretiy good collecticn, and a 1llstinz of whit we need from that era.
But actually, we zre pretty weak in most areas, Won't you help 1if
you can? It will be pgreatly appreciated. We believe 1t 13 worth the
time ond mensy it will cost us Lo set up & permanent roference Library
for fandcm. Your support will be appeoclated.....

Alan J, Lewls Howard DeVore Jon Allen
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To get back from that somewhat formallized announcenent
on the preceding page, we welcome support in the form of elither giftis
of fanzlnes, or giving us a chance to purchase bulk lots. As was
nentioned, it's foolish to expect some fans to glive away what they
could ssll for good prices., And we'll go along with this~-all money
spent for setting up the Foundation {over {200 to date) is our own,
and ve feel 1t 1s worth it. Ve wani your support though-~uay we
have 1t?

Below is a partial 1ist of what we need. liany of the
items are pre~‘'46, and we doubt you (many of you) even have heard
of them, much less seen, read, and actually have them. But if you
can glve us any help, it would be received with pleasure.

OMPA Mallings--1-22 plus the issues since needed {(1listed p.3)

VAPA Mallings--all

FAPA Mailings--all between 46 and 'ST plus assorted items before & since
SAPS Mallings~-all before #49

Cultzines-~almost all

CRAPzines--again, all.

WAPA~-gll (there wvere only a few as I recall)

all other fansish apas--al]l l1ltems are needed

Ah, Sweet Idlocy (1a4%)

Brovmout (19467)

The Acolyte #1-14 (Winter '42 -~ Spring '46)

Ad Astre #1 May 1939

Amateur Scilence Storiss 1-3 Oct, Dec. *37; Mar '38

Austra Fantasy /1, 2%y 2, 4, Vol, 2 #1, 2, (June, Sept. ’40; Mar, Jun,

Sept. '41)
Bonfire Vol. 1. #6, Vol. 2 #2, 3; Vol. 3, #1, 5, ({(Jun ®42. liov %42
Dec. 43, May ‘44, Sep ’&&)
Centauri #l, 2, 3 (/1 was Fall 43, #3 wae Spr--Sum ‘44
Chanticleer #3, 4 (dates unknown~--#5 was dated 45)

Colossus #1 (winter '43)
The Comet fgpre-cosmologyf #l, 2 (May, Jul *30)
The Comet fdifferent fmz from aboved #1 Jan~-Feb "40)

The Contributor fl-4 (#3 dated Dec. "38; #4 dated Spring '39)
Cosmian World #1 (Jan. 30, '44)
Cosmic Cuts (all issues Vol 2 /3 dated Aug. '43, #4 Oct'43; III 2, Aug 44)

Cosmic Tales Vol 2, #3 (April-May~June '41)
Cosmioue  #1 (July '44)
Cosmology (need all issues excspt Vol G, #1 dated "33

J
Cosmos #2, 3, 4, Vol 2 /1 (May, June5, June26, Oct. '40)
International Observer f1, 2, 3, 4. 5, 6, 8; Vol 2 #4-6, 8
(dated ‘*34-°37)
Cthulhu DNo 1 (Supmer '42)
Cthulhu Supplement o 1 (Cummer '42)
Current Fantasy Ho. 1, 2 (August, November '38)
The Damn Thing lio. 1, 2, 3 6 (liov, Dec *40; Feb, lay, ? "41)

 J
Detours o 2 (June '&O)
Deliriun Tre:ens llo. 8 (early '43)
Diablerie #4, 5, 6 (#4 dated May '44, other dates unknown)
Different /1 May '38)

Doings of the Lincoln Science fiction League #1 Nay ‘35 (were there moref
The Jouble Shadow & Othcr Fantasies CASmith 153

Eclipse No. 2, 3, 4, Vol. 2 #1 (Apr, Jun, Aug ‘41, Feb. ‘42)

Ember all except #2, 5, 11 (dated ‘46)

Escape lio 7 (January °40)

Fan Dango  all after Vol 3, #4, Sum ‘46
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a further listing of fanzines needed by ithe Fanzlne Foundation

Fanewscard Weekly, Fanewscard Daily, FanGgscard, The Fanews #il-51,
#55-146, #151-155, #156, 162, 171-172, 175, 198, 276~288,
Dated: #l-=3Jul'43, 125~1Jan 4k, "08--1dan 45, 2244 was around

the first of ‘46,

The Fanews Photo Album Dacenber ‘45

Fanfare Vol 2 #2; Humber 9 (Feb 42, Nov., '42)

The Fantasite #1 (Novenber 40)

That is enovugh, I think, for this time. If I really
vanted to gef, ambitious I could go through Pavlat's fmz index, and
with the use of the partial index of what I have, I could figuwe cut
more things [ need-~but I suspeet I'¢ but bore you more. If you can
help withjtheuse items, though--or any fanzines at &8ll no satter whot
the date-~-~we will thank you sincereliy.

NEEDED~--\THC CAN MHuLP?

Recently I've becored possessed with finding out nove
about Scottlish History--the way the clans formed, what sver I gan
find out about Ex elan structurs (over here they seem like something
dark and nmys%erious, and have never been “explalined"), the attemnpt of
Bonnie Prince Charlle to gain the thrown of ingland, & physlically
what Scotland 1s like, legends and myths 0of Scotland--and everyibing
else thuat can posslibly fall in thls category.

If i was to go into my reascns for wanting meaterial zlong
this line 1t would take up several more pages~—-and he dull amdun-
interesting %o bootd But if any of you have access Lo bookstoree which
sall this tyre of =& materlsal, and could possibly pnick 1%L up for me,

I would appreclate 1t very much. Just contact ne, and we’ll work out
gome terms. T don'*t went detaliled material much bafore the 1500's,
ond likewlise after 1800, hut any genaral mudterial on elther side of
these dates are wanted, and detalled materlal inoids ol then.

Oh yes--don't tell me toc go to my library--I‘ve tried,
and it's hopolessiy inadequate. Ard [ Gon't have a Fishernan®s chance
of getiing 0 a good one within the next two years., (By a "good"
library I means such as the HYPublie, Bosten Publie, etc., and those
possessed by colleges.) So I'm rather up the cresk unless I can get
nice type folks %o help me out with thinge I can't ge% through cuch
places as Truns-atlaniic Books, etc. Any offers out there?

This dittoed momster has besen two issues ol an OMPAzine
by the name of SPACE CHARGE:. #1 mnd 2 (vhups--that should be Vol.

1 Ho. 1 houné with No. 2) are belng mailled out together as a post-~
mailing to OIPA mailing 428,

This issue nas been duplicated by Jjovial BXll cSvans and
his Weltachuerz Press., If you have a somewhat smeary copy blame it
on the masters I'm using-~you've seen Cyrille o0 you know it isn’t
Bill's fault.

As far as I ltnmow at this time the address given on the
first page of these issues 1lg correct-wat this tlme, as Tar as I know,
I won't be moving il Sept. So rejoice and send nostmallings here.



